
Message from Ms Anderson

It has been a wonderful first full week at Colley Lane. The children continue to amaze all of us
adults with their brilliant approach to school life. We have been focussing since our return on
being STAR learners, we understand that what we attend to is what we learn. We also want
our classrooms to be a beacon of belonging so it is important that we look at the person who
is speaking so they know that what they are sharing is important to us and will help us with
our learning. At Colley Lane we listen with not just our ears but with our eyes and smiles also.

I know it was hard to choose our STARs of the week this week but they are all very worthy
ambassadors.

Thank you to all the parents who have attended the first Let’s Learn Together sessions of the
year. Next week we look forward to welcoming our nursery and reception grown ups in.

Have a lovely weekend, let’s hope the sun continues to shine!



Our week in EYFS

This week in Nursery we have welcomed new children and families to Colley Lane. The children
have settled in very well and have worked really hard on their STAR sitting during group time.
Thank you parents for your support with transition this week. The children have started to
access provision with more confidence and have created some wonderful drawings on the
interactive white board.

In Reception, the children have also been showing STAR sitting and active listening during
lessons helping them to achieve more. This week the children started phonics lessons and
have learnt the letters and sounds for s, a, t, p and i. They have been focusing on initial
sounds in words and are beginning to orally blend. Well done on another super week reception
and thank you parents for your continued support.



Our week in Key Stage 1

Year 1 children have been developing their sentence knowledge by writing about who they can
see in pictures and what they are doing. They have been using their phonics knowledge to
write independently. They have also been focusing on STAR sitting and active listening to
ensure that they are ready for learning.

The children have been learning about the season in Science and had fun dressing for the
different seasons!

In Science, Year 2 has been using their senses to make
observations. As part of the lesson, the children used their
sight and smell to explore the differences between tea
bags when dry and in warm water.

In English, the focus has been on building sentences using
the colourful semantics approach, with an emphasis on
nouns and verbs. Over the past couple of weeks, the
children have been verbalising and writing short sentences
all about



Our week in Lower Key Stage 2

Year 3 have had another great week. We have been
continuing to work scientifically in our Science
lessons, making predictions, carrying out
experiments, observing over time, recording results
and creating conclusions; we have found out the
best material to use as a sail for a boat and
whether the cotton wool coat on our iceman helped
to keep him warm or cold.

Year 4 have also been working scientifically - asking
questions and observing over time. We predicted what we
thought might happen to raisins in lemonade and in water,
carried out the investigation and discovered why the raisins
floated up and down in the lemonade.

We have also been loving reading our WCR - 'James and the
Giant Peach'. The children are shocked by how mean and
nasty the Aunts are to poor James.



Our week in Upper Key Stage 2
In year 5, pupils have got stuck straight into scientific investigative work by testing rocks to see
whether they would sink or float. This challenged pupils to work scientifically and pupils were able to get
a confident understanding of the meaning of the word density. Across the wider curriculum, pupils have
been practising their Spanish greetings and in History, they have been learning about the River Nile and
how important it was to the Ancient Egyptians. All pupils were shining brightly this week and star sitting
was excellent, which demonstrated strong engagement in our pupils. We are proud of our pupils for
showing the speaker respect and encouragement by tracking and smiling/nodding.
In year 6, pupils have been working on their team building skills in PE. In History, pupils have
thoroughly enjoyed beginning to learn about the gruesome punishments for criminals during the
Anglo-Saxon period. Working on developing independence, in English, pupils are beginning to plan for
their first piece of writing, which is a rewrite of Hansel and Gretel with some delicious twists! Star sitting
was also excellent in year 6 and it was wonderful to see how supportive and respectful pupils are
towards their peers with the strong focus on giving feedback to the speaker and tracking effectively.

It was lovely to see so many parents at the Let's Learn Together sessions this week. Thank you! We
welcome your support with our first big priority which is getting all of our pupils reading.



Praise and Celebrations!

Our STARs of the Week

1W Madison

1Y Safiya

2C Elliott

2D Ava-Lilly

3K Bobby

3WY Dania

4H Jake

4W Caleb

5C Laila

5R Madiha

6H Grace Lee

6S Alyssa



Sporting Success
WAT Primary Games

On Friday, 24 children from years 3 - 6 travelled to Wolverhampton to take part in the annual WAT
games. In the morning the year 5 and 6 children took part in a tag rugby competition which they
won. The year 3 and 4 children took part in a hockey competition coming 4th. After lunch we moved
to the athletics track where we picked up 6 gold medals and lots of 2nd and 3rd places. When all
the points were added together we came in 2nd place overall. Well done to all the children involved
for representing the school so well.



Attendance

Absence Procedures
Firstly we would like to say welcome back to all of our children and families, we hope you had
a lovely summer break. Just a quick reminder that if your child is too ill to attend school,
please contact us before 9am, if possible, on each day that your child will be absent. You can
now report your child's illness on Arbor, send an email to
attendance@colley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk or call the school office on 01384 900450.
Thank you.

New Government Guidance
We would like to make you aware of the Government's new rules relating to attendance which
came into effect from the 19th August 2024.
All schools will now be required to consider a penalty notice (fine) if a pupil misses 10 sessions
(5 days) of unauthorised absence in a rolling period of 10 school weeks. Half a school day (am or
pm) is a ‘session’.
From September 2024, the fixed penalty notices charged to parents for leaves of absence due to
holidays, or for other unauthorised absence will rise to £80 (if paid within 21 days) or £160 (if
paid between 22 and 28 days). These fines will be issued per child, per parent. Where a fine is
not paid the local authority would then pursue legal action.
If a second penalty notice is issued for the same child (within a 3 year period) the fine will be
£160 per child, per parent, if paid within 28 days.
Should a third period of term time leave or irregular attendance occur for the child, a penalty
notice will not be issued and the case will be presented to the Magistrates Court for a possible
fine and legal consequence.

Golden Classes
Each week any class with attendance above 97% that week will be a ‘Golden Class’ and receive
some ‘Golden time’ on Friday. Activities during this time will be decided by them and their class
teacher.

Golden Classes for the week 9th-13th September are:
1Y, 2D, 4H & 4W !

Well done! What an amazing achievement.

mailto:attendance@colley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk


Pastoral

Free School Meals - Apply online
Parents and Carers can now apply online for free school meals
using the My Dudley portal.
If your child is in reception, Year one and Year two you will
automatically be entitled to free school meals under the
‘Universal Infant free school meals’ criteria. However if you
claim one of the following benefits, please also apply for free
school meals so that your child can continue to receive them
for your child in year three and thereafter.
If you get any of the following support payments, you may be
entitled;

● Universal Credit (You must have less that £616.67 per month net earned income, after
Tax and not including any benefits)

● Income Support
● Income-based job seekers Allowance
● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
● Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
● The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
● Child tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax credit and have an

annual gross income of no more than £16,190)
● Working Tax Credit Run-o (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax

Credit)

Free Health Clinics
The Pop-up Clinic team are back for the Autumn and Winter
Programme 2024. They will be providing heart health, blood
pressure and health checks over September. They will also be
happy to answer any questions about vaccinations, particularly
those coming up in the winter vaccination programme.
Dates and locations for these clinics are:

● Friday 20th September 9am-2pm - Dudley market Place.
● Monday 30th September 10am-4pm - Asda, Brierley Hill.

Flu and covid booster vaccinations will be available from October,
please contact your GP for more information.



This Week / Next Week

This Week

Monday 16 September

Tuesday 17 September

Wednesday 18 September 14:45 YR Let’s Learn Together Session

Thursday 19 September 14:45 YN Let’s Learn Together Session

Friday 20 September

Next Week

Monday 23 September

Tuesday 24 September

Wednesday 25 September

Thursday 26 September

Friday 27 September

PE Days

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Nursery AM /
Y6

Y2 / Y5 Reception / Y1
/ Y3 / Y4 / Y6

Y3 / Y4 Nursery PM /
Y1 / Y2


